35 years of experimental research in transmyocardial revascularization: what have we learned?
In the past 35 years many experimental studies have been performed to investigate the revascularization potential of transmyocardial revascularization and the possible working mechanisms underlying the observed clinical improvement in angina pectoris after this treatment. In this review of the experimental literature, the various methods that have been used to create transmyocardial channels and the most supported hypotheses on the working mechanism (channel patency, angiogenesis and myocardial denervation) are discussed and evaluated.